[image: A logo with a cow and sheep in a circle

Description automatically generated][image: A logo with a cow and sheep in a circle

Description automatically generated]Ipstones Agricultural Show
Health and Safety Policy.  
July 2026 

1. Health & Safety Statement 
The purpose of this policy is to set out Ipstones Agricultural Society's commitment to the Health, Safety and Wellbeing of everyone involved in, or attending, the Ipstones Agricultural Show.

The Society will, so far as is reasonably practicable, provide a safe and healthy environment in accordance with the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974. The Society is committed to ensuring the health, safety and welfare of volunteers, contractors, exhibitors, competitors, visitors and members of the public. To fulfil this commitment, the Society will: -

· Identify hazards and assess risks associated with the Society's activities using competent persons. Risk assessments will be reviewed regularly to ensure they remain suitable and up to date. 
· Implement appropriate control measures identified through risk assessments to provide a safe environment for all attendees. 
· Provide organisers, volunteers and event stewards with appropriate information, instruction, training and briefings on local safety arrangements, relevant legislation, emergency procedures and safe systems of work. 
· Maintain appropriate emergency and contingency arrangements to protect the safety of all persons attending the Show. 
· Monitor and review health and safety arrangements following each Show and use feedback and incident information to support continual improvement.
· All volunteers, contractors, exhibitors and others working at or attending the Show are expected to take reasonable care for their own health and safety and that of others, to follow the Society's safety arrangements, and to report hazards or incidents promptly.

We hope you have a wonderful day at our show we thank you for your support.

2. Safety Arrangements and procedures
 
What we ask of you
The Society asks that exhibitors, ticket holders, contractors and any other persons involved in the Show familiarise themselves with this policy and any guidance relevant to the activities they undertake. The Society also asks that everyone takes reasonable care for their own health and safety and that of others who may be affected by their actions. All persons attending the Show are expected to comply with any reasonable instruction or direction given by the Society's stewards or officers to help ensure the safety of everyone on site.
 
The Society aims to provide a safe and enjoyable environment for everyone attending the Show. Our greatest wish is for you to go home having had a thoroughly enjoyable day without harm or injury. We ask that where possible Exhibitors and Ticket Holders (the public) comply with instructions or directions given by steward or society officers. Some Exhibitors, Trade stands, Attractions may be required to complete written risk assessments for review by the Showground Chair. 
Any accidents, incidents, near misses or hazards should be reported to a Society steward or officer as soon as practicable so that appropriate action can be taken.
  
The Society has identified the areas below as being worthy of mention. 
  
Arriving and Exiting Site 

We have in place a traffic management team - who will erect suitable signage, traffic calming and control measures. Please ensure you comply with instructions of traffic and gate stewards and observe any speed restrictions. 
The Show takes place on a working agricultural site. Surfaces may be uneven or unmade, livestock may be present, and conditions may change depending on the weather. Visitors should always take appropriate care. You may also be close to animals who may startle easily, so please approach with caution. Vehicle movements within the showground may be restricted to specified times or areas. Visitors and exhibitors must comply with any traffic management arrangements in place.
 
Loading/Unloading/Tethered Animals 
All livestock must be handled and controlled by competent persons who have the necessary knowledge, experience and ability to do so safely. Animals being loaded, unloaded or exhibited must be adequately restrained using suitable equipment appropriate to the species.

Live Exhibits (General) 
The Society recognises that individual breed societies may have specific requirements relating to the exhibition of animals. These requirements may include approved protective headwear, suitable halters, bridles, saddles or other handling equipment. Exhibitors are responsible for ensuring they comply with all relevant breed society rules, applicable legislation and recognised industry guidance.
Examples include :
· HSE guidance on handling bulls
· Breed society rules for stallions
· ASAO guidance
· Electricity safety requirements
· Animal health legislation
· All young handlers now to wear skull caps if under the age of 18

Housekeeping 
Exhibitors and trade stands must keep their allocated area tidy and free from hazards that could cause slips, trips or falls.
Cables, hoses and other equipment should be secured where possible, and unused equipment stored safely.

Dogs 
Dogs must not be left unattended at any time and must always be on a short lead. It is the responsibility of the owner to ensure that any fouling is cleared up immediately and disposed of appropriately. 
Dogs must not at any time be left unattended in any vehicle. Where a dog appears to be in distress inside a vehicle, the Society may contact the emergency services and, where necessary to prevent serious harm, take appropriate action to safeguard the animal. The Society reserves the right to force entry to any vehicle where a dog may be in distress. Be advised the Society may also report the owner of the vehicle to the police. 
 
Smoking 
Smoking (including the use of electronic cigarettes where indicated) is prohibited within enclosed marquees and any other enclosed areas where legislation or Society signage prohibits smoking. We also require that smoking does not take place near any vehicles or flammable liquid. 
We are aware of the dangers of fire especially in the present climate in the moorlands. Any cigarettes must be disposed of safely in the provided sand buckets.
 
Hygiene – the control of disease 
Exhibitors must not bring to the Show any animal known or suspected to be suffering from an infectious or notifiable disease. 
Any animal showing signs of illness or disease may be examined by the Society's veterinary surgeon and may be refused entry to, or removed from, the showground. Entry fees will not be refunded. Handwashing facilities are provided within the livestock areas and should be used after handling animals. Where disinfectant mats are provided, all persons entering or leaving livestock areas should ensure suitable contact between footwear and the disinfectant mat. Clean clothing and footwear should be worn whenever possible to reduce the risk of spreading disease between premises. Committee members will receive appropriate instructions on the procedures to follow should concerns arise regarding the health of any animal on the showground.

Litter Management
The organisers of this agricultural show are committed to providing a clean, safe, and enjoyable environment for all exhibitors, volunteers, contractors, and visitors.
To minimise the risks associated with litter, the following measures will be implemented:
· Adequate litter and recycling bins will be provided throughout the showground and emptied regularly.
· Visitors, exhibitors, and traders are asked to dispose of all waste responsibly and to help keep the site clean.
· Walkways, entrances, exits, and emergency access routes will be kept free from litter and other obstructions to reduce the risk of slips, trips, and falls.
· Show staff and volunteers will carry out regular inspections of the site and remove any litter or hazards promptly.
· Traders and exhibitors are responsible for keeping their allocated areas clean and ensuring that waste is disposed of correctly.
· Any hazardous waste, including broken glass or sharp objects, must be reported immediately to the show organisers and handled safely.
· At the close of the event, exhibitors and traders are expected to remove all equipment, materials, and waste from their allocated areas unless otherwise instructed.

By working together, everyone attending the show can help maintain a safe, clean, and welcoming environment for all.

Public Liability, Identification and Movement Licensing
Exhibitors are responsible for ensuring that all livestock brought to the Show complies with current animal identification, movement and licensing requirements. This includes ensuring that any required passports, movement documentation or licences are available for inspection where applicable.

Exhibitors and trade stands are required to hold appropriate public liability insurance and provide evidence of cover on request.
Electricity 
All electrical equipment must be in a safe condition and, where appropriate, have a current Portable Appliance Test (PAT). Equipment must be free from obvious defects and operated only by persons competent in its safe use.

Show Ring Fencing 
Pedestrian barriers are provided around the show rings for the protection of spectators and participants. These barriers must not be climbed over or crossed except at designated access points. Children should be always supervised and must not climb or stand on the barriers.

Plant Machinery and Car Parks 
To minimise risk, vehicle movements within the main showground will be restricted after 9.30 am. After this time, access will be limited to emergency service vehicles and authorised Society vehicles. Vehicles authorised to enter the showground must not exceed 5 mph and, where appropriate, should be accompanied by a competent banksman. Drivers must always exercise particular care for the safety of pedestrians, including within the car parks.

Manual Handling 
The Society will plan manual handling activities to reduce the risk of injury. Where practicable, mechanical lifting equipment will be used in preference to manual handling. Where manual lifting is necessary, sufficient competent persons should be available, and safe lifting techniques should be used. Anyone requiring assistance should seek help from a Society officer or event organiser rather than attempting to lift heavy or awkward items alone.


Handling of Money
Card machines will only be used by members of the Committee. Suitable arrangements are in place for the safe handling of cash and card transactions. Committee members and authorised volunteers involved in handling money will follow the Society's agreed procedures to minimise the risk of theft, robbery and personal harm.

Children 
Children must be always supervised by a responsible adult. Children should be made aware that sudden movements or loud noises may startle livestock. Children must not climb on fences, walls, trees, gates or barriers.

COSHH 
Hazardous substances should only be brought onto the showground where they are necessary for the activities being undertaken.
Trade stands and exhibitors bringing hazardous substances, including cleaning chemicals, aerosols, paints or gases, must ensure that they are stored, handled and used safely in accordance with the Control of Substances Hazardous to Health (COSHH) Regulations. Trade stands bringing compressed gases onto the site must ensure their safe storage, transport and use, and identify suitable control measures within their site-specific risk assessment.
The Showground Director has overall responsibility for the management of COSHH arrangements on the site.

Environment 
Human, animal and chemical waste must not be disposed of onto the ground or into any watercourse, drain or surface water system. Appropriate waste disposal facilities should be always used.

Dangerous Occurrences and Near Miss Reporting 
All accidents, dangerous occurrences, near misses and hazards should be reported as soon as practicable to the Showground Director or a member of the Committee. On the day of the Show, reports should be made at the Show Caravan adjacent to the main show ring or to a committee member at the main entrance. Following the Show, contact details are available on the Society's website.

Continuous Improvement 
The Society is committed to the continual improvement of its health and safety arrangements.
Suggestions from exhibitors, visitors, volunteers and contractors are welcomed and will be considered as part of the Society's review process. Contact details are available on the Society's website. Health and safety is a standing agenda item at every Committee meeting.

This Document will be reviewed fully after our next show on August 29th 2026. 
 


3. Emergency Procedures and Contingency Arrangements

Evacuation and Emergency 
All persons attending any Society Event should familiarise themselves with any exit points, the location of first aid and firefighting facilities. In all cases the Show Stewards will assist further and issue directions as appropriate. First Aid is provided by a private company on show day. The nearest hospital has been identified as the Royal Stoke University Hospital Newcastle Rd, Stoke-on-Trent ST4 6QG 
Phone: 01782 715444 
There is a Minor Injuries Unit at Leek Moorlands Hospital Ashbourne Road, Leek, Staffordshire, ST13 5BQ 
Phone:  0300 123 1894 

Lost Children
A steward finding a lost child should remain with the child and make reasonable enquiries in the immediate area to locate the parent or guardian. If they cannot be found promptly, the child should be escorted to the Show Caravan, where the incident will be managed and an appropriate public announcement made.
Children should never be left unattended with a single individual where this can reasonably be avoided.

Severe Weather
Agricultural shows are particularly vulnerable to:
· thunderstorms
· lightning
· high winds
· heat
The Showground Director will monitor weather conditions throughout the event. Where severe weather presents a risk to people or property, activities may be suspended, exhibitors instructed to secure equipment, and visitors directed to appropriate shelter or to leave the showground if necessary.

Fire 
Fire Fighting Equipment is available in the Memorial Hall and the Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Service are aware of the show date and venue. Open fires are not permitted anywhere on the Showground at any time without approval from the Showground Director. Catering units are responsible for providing suitable fire extinguishers appropriate to the hazards associated with their activities.


Escaped Animal
If an exhibited animal breaks loose, all available stewards are to assist with the emergency. 
· Members of the public are to be ushered away from the area. 
· The Show’s Caravan is to be informed immediately
· The animal’s owner and the senior steward present are to take charge of the animal’s capture.
· All stewards need to judge the potential risks and should not put themselves in any unnecessary danger

Suspicious Item/Vehicle
Security is provided around the main gate area during the day and around the site over night before the show. Ipstones Agricultural Society understands its future responsibility in terms of Martyn’s Law, (Martyn's Law, officially the Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Act 2025, is a UK law designed to improve the protection of public spaces from terrorism. It requires certain premises and events to take steps to reduce their vulnerability to terrorist attacks and to be prepared for potential attacks. It will be fully implemented in the UK in 24 months from April 2025).
If a suspicious item/vehicle is discovered stewards will assess the situation in accordance with the HOT principles as outlined by the National Counter Terrorism Security Office. 

H Is it hidden?
O Is it obviously suspicious?
T  Is it typical or not ?

Apply the HOT principles to assess whether the item may be suspicious.
Stewards will confirm the item is suspicious
· Do not touch, move or interfere with the item.
· Clear and cordon the surrounding area where it is safe to do so.
· Inform the Committee members in the Show Caravan immediately.
· The Committee will contact the police and follow their advice.
· Stewards should continue to assist with crowd management and evacuation if required.
· Any suspicious behaviour or activity should be reported immediately to the Show Caravan.

If an evacuation of the showground is required, stewards will direct visitors to the nearest exit away from the incident. Church Lane to the junction with the High Street will be kept clear to allow swift access for emergency vehicles to the showground.
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